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HISTORIC RAILCAR FALL COLORS 

TRIP THROUGH UPPER MIDWEST 

 
How would you like to ride on this railroad line while enjoying the views of the Mississippi River bluffs? 

APRHF Rail Rangers interpretive guides will be on the Zephyr Route trip from Chicago to St. Paul in October 2016. 
 

(LA PLATA, MO) - History buffs and railroad enthusiasts who live near the Canadian Pacific railroad line that runs 

between Chicago/Glenview, Milwaukee, Wisconsin Dells, La Crosse, Winona, Red Wing, and St. Paul are in for a real 

treat this October. The American Passenger Rail Heritage Foundation, a non-profit 501(c)(3) railroad history organization, 

is partnering with a private railcar operator to give the 

public a very rare opportunity to experience riding in 

a historic railroad full-length dome car from the 

1950’s, while enjoying beautiful fall colors, and 

listening to informative and fun narration about the 

communities and various sites seen along the way. 

 

The excursion, organized by Zephyr Route of Saint 

Charles, Illinois, is scheduled to feature ex-Great 

Northern full-length dome car “Prairie View”. Built 

to show off the panoramic views of the Rocky 

Mountains in Glacier National Park, passengers on 

our excursion will enjoy sweeping views of Chicago 

and its northern suburbs, Milwaukee, the rolling hills 

and coulees of Central and Western Wisconsin, and 

more than 100 miles along the Mississippi River in 

Minnesota from the glassed-top car. Sadly, there are 

no more railcars of this type in regular passenger 

revenue service – so this is truly a rare opportunity 

that shouldn’t be missed. This excursion is offered as 

part of a three-day get-a-way package to the Twin 

Cities. Passengers will board the train on Friday, 

October 7, 2016 at one the following times: Chicago 

Union Station, IL 2:15pm; Glenview, IL 2:39pm, 



Milwaukee, WI 3:45pm; Columbus, WI 5:02pm; Portage, WI 5:31pm; Wisconsin Dells, WI 5:49pm; Tomah, WI 6:27pm; 

La Crosse, WI 7:11pm; Winona, MN 7:47pm; or Red Wing, MN 8:49pm. Passengers are scheduled to arrive at St. Paul 

Union Depot, MN at 10:03pm and will spend two nights at the St. Paul House Hotel.  

 

On Saturday, October 8, 2016, travelers can explore St. Paul and Minneapolis on their own, or join an optional group tour 

(for a nominal fee) to see the beautifully restored St. Paul Union Depot, then on to the James Hill Mansion and St. Paul 

Cathedral. Travelers can also participate in a rare-mileage steam train excursion that will be taking place on October 8
th
 

between Minneapolis and Glenoce, MN (for more information on this trip, check out www.261.com). 

 

On Sunday, October 9, 2016, passengers will 

re-board the “Prairie View” in St. Paul, MN at 

7:43am, and head back to their starting city, 

with scheduled arrivals at the following times: 

Red Wing, MN 8:54am; Winona, MN 

10:11am; La Crosse, WI 10:47am; Tomah, WI 

11:26am; Wisconsin Dells, WI 12:08pm; 

Portage, WI 12:27pm; Columbus, WI 12:57pm; 

Milwaukee, WI 2:07pm; Glenview, IL 3:12pm; 

or Chicago, IL at 3:55pm. The $775/per person 

double hotel occupancy package price from 

Chicago includes train fare, three traditional 

dining car meals cooked fresh on the train, two 

nights’ accommodation at the St. Paul House 

Hotel, all transfers, and narration of the route from the APRHF Rail Rangers program. Contact us for special reduced 

pricing from other boarding locations besides Chicago. Riding along with the travelers will be special guests Robert and 

Kandace Tabern, who have written a 300-page route guidebook about the route called, “Outside the Rails: A Rail Route 

Guide from Chicago to St. Paul, MN”. Autographed copies will be sold on the train for $35; they are also available online 

at www.outsidetherails.com. Proceeds from book sales will be donated to Zephyr Route and APRHF Rail Rangers. 

 

Robert and Kandace Tabern, who also serve as Executive Directors of the APRHF Rail Rangers program, plus 

interpretive guide Dave Poole, will be onboard to interact with passengers and provide narration. Robert says, “We are 

really excited to be partners with Zephyr Route for these trips on the old Milwaukee Road line. Many of the towns along 

the route were founded because of the railroad.  We look forward to bringing the many interesting stories along the 

railroad line to life for everyone. There may appear to be just corn and soybeans out the train window to the un-trained 

eye, but as we say – not really knowing what you’re seeing out your window is like watching the Travel Channel with the 

audio turned off. We are there to explain what everyone is seeing.” APRHF Rail Rangers plans to tell the story of the 

founding of great Midwestern cities like Chicago and Milwaukee, how the last Ice Age formed much of the landscape like 

kettle hills and marshes seen in Wisconsin, and interesting “river tales” about various Mississippi River towns like 

Winona, Wabasha, and Red Wing. Docents also use props to share stories with train passengers – including a jug of 

muddy Mississippi River water, a stuffed animal Sandhill Crane and Bald Eagle, and various products from trackside 

industries – like a can of Frank’s sauerkraut (from Sturtevant), Necco wafers (formerly made in Pewaukee), and 3M 

Products (Cottage Grove). Passengers also pass through the Ice Age National Historic Trail and the Mississippi National 

River, two units of the National Park Service. The APRHF Rail Rangers program was founded in July 2015 and is one of 

many affiliates of the non-profit American Passenger Rail Heritage Foundation in the “SilverRails Country” region of La 

Plata, Missouri. 

 

 

For more information about 

either of these excursions or for 

ticket information, contact 

APRHF Rail Rangers Executive 

Director Robert Tabern at 

railrangers@rtabern.com, or 

leave a voicemail message with 

the group at (847) 271-1979. 

http://www.261.com/
mailto:railrangers@rtabern.com

